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What PRIMUS is

PRIMUS: Problems, Resources, and Issues in Mathematics Undergraduate
Studies is a refereed journal (8 issues per year currently; 10 issues starting
2013) devoted to dialogue and exchange of ideas among those interested in
teaching undergraduate mathematics. This includes those who prepare
students for college level mathematics, those who teach college level
mathematics, and those who receive students who have been taught college
level mathematics.
Each issue contains relevant and worthwhile material for those interested in
collegiate mathematics education. While the primary interest is in first person
descriptive and narrative articles about implemented teaching strategies and
interesting mathematics, there is also opportunity for writing broad survey
articles, formal studies of new teaching approaches, assessments of
curricular or program strategies, and general discussion of teaching
undergraduate mathematics.
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What PRIMUS is, ctd

The journal is in its 22nd year.
Founding Editor-in-Chief Brian J. Winkel was a professor at West Point,
and a big fan of active learning, modeling, using computer algebra
systems and computational technology, and innovative approaches to
curriculum. These themes are all reflected in the articles PRIMUS
publishes.
“Mathematics” is interpreted broadly, and includes both mathematics
education and statistics.
We currently publish 8 issues per year. In 2013 we will move to 10 per
year, in part to address our current 2-year backlog of articles.
A journal devoted to creative issues surrounding the teaching of
collegiate mathematics.
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What PRIMUS could be for you

A place to get good ideas for modeling (or other types of) projects for
your classes.
A place to find novel ideas for teaching in new ways. We publish articles
at all levels of the college curriculum.
A resource for articles on broad issues related to teaching mathematics:
capstone courses, writing in mathematics, use of computing technology
and other technologies, and more.
An opportunity to serve as a reviewer :-).
An outlet for some of your good ideas that you’d like to share with others.
Maybe related to this MAA PREP workshop; maybe stemming from
some other work you’ve done.
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What makes a good PRIMUS article (IMHO)

At least one novel idea. What is it that you are doing that no one else
seems to have thought of, or that no one else seems to have thought of
in the way you are doing it?
Crisp exposition. Can you write in an engaging style that attracts and
rewards the reader with good ideas and clear understanding?
Evidence and explanation. What parts of your experience with this idea
provide evidence that your approach or work is worthwhile? Can you
explain your ideas so that they are easily followed by others?
Portability. Is it likely that someone at another institution can adopt your
approach, or adopt a slightly modified version of it, with reasonable
effort?
Absence of negative commentary on students’ shortcomings.
Two samples: “Functional DNA” and “Predicting Flu Season
Requirements”
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A typical article

6-15 pages in length
Narrative describing first-person teaching experience(s) centered around
one or more novel ideas
Discussion of interesting problem(s), required resources for the
approach, and/or potential issues that one may face in attempting
something similar (Problems . . . Resources . . . Issues . . . !)
Summary of outcomes
More qualitative than quantitative: “here is something I tried that seemed
to work that you should/could try, too.”
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Other opportunities
Articles regarding program implementation (e.g. starting/integrating
capstone courses, new efforts focused on remedial mathematics,
tutoring or emerging scholars programs, major curriculum renovation,
etc.)
Inquire about a special issue. Contact the editor-in-chief or myself.
Among planned or ongoing special issues yet to be published, we expect
issues devoted to undergraduate research, capstone courses, service
learning, tactile learning, history of mathematics, modeling in differential
equations, inquiry-based projects in mathematics for the liberal arts, and
actuarial education.
The issue on tactile learning grew out of a contributed paper session on
that theme at the JMM in Boston 2012. The same is true of the one on
capstone courses, as well as the one for service learning (New Orleans
2011). We expect to now do this annually: in San Diego 2013, there will
be an MAA session on actuarial education that we expect to generate
many articles in the corresponding special issue of PRIMUS. Another
session in San Diego on modeling in differential equations is being
organized by the folks who will guest edit the special issue on that topic.
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Editorial Board

Joanna Ellis-Monaghan, Editor-in-Chief, St. Michael’s College (VT)
MB, Associate Editor, Grand Valley State University (MI)
Brian J. Winkel (ret), Founding Editor Emeritus, West Point USMA
Kelly Black, Clarkson University (NY)
Michael Branton, Stetson University (FL)
Robert Buck, Slippery Rock University (PA)
Eileen Fernandez, Montclair State University (NJ)
Sarah J. Greenwald, Appalachian State (NC)
Judy Holdener, Kenyon College (OH)
Dick Jardine, Keene State College (NH)
Michael A. Jones, Mathematical Reviews (MI)
Carl Lutzer, Rochester Institute of Technology (NY)
Agnes M. Rash, Saint Josephs University (PA)
Kathleen M. Shannon, Salisbury University (MD)
Allan Struthers, Michigan Tech
Kathryn Weld, Manhattan College (NY)
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Jack Bookman, Duke University
Kurt Bryan, Rose-Hulman Institute (IN)
Antonella Cupillari, Penn State Erie
Marc Frantz, Indiana University
Meredith L. Greer, Bates College (ME)
Michael Huber, Muhlenberg College (PA)
Bill Johnston, Butler University (IN)
Patti Frazer Lock, St. Lawrence University (NY)
David Olson, Michigan Tech
Arlo W. Schurle, University of Texas at Austin
David J. Sprows, Villanova University, (PA)
John B. Thoo, Yuba College (CA)
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Key URLs

Journal home page:
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/upri20/current
Instructions for authors: see the link on the home page above
MB, associate editor: http://faculty.gvsu.edu/boelkinm/
JEM, editor-in-chief:
http://academics.smcvt.edu/jellis-monaghan/
Please don’t hesitate to contact either Jo or me with questions about the
journal or ideas for submission. We strive to support authors and work with
them to get good ideas published so they can be shared with a broader
audience.
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